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By Stacey Love, Regional Marketing Director, Pi¶on Management

If the walls of Amberwood Court Care Center could talk, there would be many stories to share.  The countless 
number of brunch buffets shared by friends and family, the thousands of activities, resident council meetings, 
and care conferences held at the community, and most recently, the sound of the Korean language permeating the 
building as the Go Hyang Jip program began to unfold are just a few.  

But the story told on February 23, 2007 was unique 
even to them.  The story of a weddingéand what a story
it was!  The dining room featured lilac d®cor complete
with a guest book and gift table overþ owing with gifts, a 
Champagne bar, and a beautiful wedding cake bestowed 
on behalf of Pi¶on Management.  The bride and groom 
seating areas were ý lled with residents and loved ones.  
The atmosphere was just right for a union in Holy 
matrimonyéa place the two chose over a church or 
traditional wedding hall.  They wanted to be with friends 
and family, many who live or work at Amberwood Court 
Care Center.  Most importantly, they wanted to share 
this experience with the residents, many of whom the 
two have close relationships with. 

Jill Nelson and Jorge Ravell met during the December 21st 
blizzard when Jill escorted Jorge home in her four-wheel-
drive jeep.  They had both spent several long shifts 
ensuring the residents at Amberwood were safe throughout 
the blizzard and its aftermath.  It was on that ride home that 
their chemistry collided.  Only two months later, they married!

Jill walked down the aisle in an elegant white wedding gown, generously provided by Margaret Staggs, Social 
Worker and friend.  John Nezbeth, Director of Nursing, gave the bride away and provided a set of wedding rings 
he had from the past.  Charolette Bell, a resident and dear friend of Jillôs, was the Maid-of-Honor.  Even Grace, 
Jillôs dog and facility pet, followed her down the aisle, complete with a miniature ñdoggie wedding dressò and veil!  
Jorge was waiting at the altar with the minister, beaming from ear to ear.

In preparation for the event, the entire community helped.  Ethel Mims, Activities Director and Margaret Staggs 
were the wedding planners.  They engaged both staff and residents to help decorate and prepare for the wedding.  
Beth Williams, NHA, ironed all tablecloths, bought champagne and acted as the wedding beautician (hair and 
make-up included!).  Resident Theresa Garduno handed out programs and resident Lavonda Macklin was in 
charge of the music.

Pi¶on-Managed Facilities strive to achieve six ñPrinciples of Excellence,ò one of which is ñCommunity 
Integration.ò  This means that we strive to ensure there is a þ uid relationship with the community: residents 
have the option to spend time in the community and the community comes to the residents via school children, 
volunteers, entertainers, and speakers.  Or, in this case, we empower residents and staff and bring in friends and 
family to become a part of the greatest story everéa wedding!     
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